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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Miyamoto et al. (USPAP 2003/01 97894). 

With respect to claim 1 , Miyamoto et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing apparatus (image processing of fig 1) comprising: an operation panel (fig 4, 
illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, and a window on display 
screen 6 of fig 4) image which receives instruction of automatic edit processing of a 
plurality of photographic images, see col.2, paragraph 0047, lines 1-12); a scanner unit 
(scanner 1 of fig 1) which scans said plurality of photographic images and which outputs 
image information in accordance with the instruction of the automatic edit processing of 
said operation panel, see (col.2, paragraph 0043, lines 1-8); an extracting unit 
(microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image from memory 4 of fig 1 ) which extracts a 
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position and a size of each of said plurality of photographic images (an editing process 
corresponding to the editing command is executed by microprocessor 5 of fig 1) on the 
basis of the image information output from said scanner unit (scanner 1 of fig 1), in 
accordance with the instruction of said automatic edit processing, see col. 2, paragraph 
0045, lines 8-16); and an image editing unit (17 of fig 4) which outputs an edit image, in 
which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within a predetermined layout, 
see (col. 3, paragraph 0055, lines 4-9), on the basis of the position and the size of each 
of said plurality of photographic images, which are detected by said extracting unit 
((microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image from memory 4 of fig 1 ) in accordance with 
the instruction of said automatic edit processing, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8- 
14). 

With respect to claim 2, Miyamoto et al. discloses image processing apparatus (1 
of fig 1), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for editing image is displayed 
by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, paragraph) enlarges or 
reduces the image information of said photographic image in accordance with said 
predetermined layout, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 3, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (as show by fig 1 ), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for 
editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, 
paragraph) enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image, see 
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(col.2 f paragraph 0045, lines 7-12) in association with the layout selected and 
designated by said operation panel (fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to 
designate a process, and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4). 

With respect to claim 4, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (as show by fig 1 , and 4-7), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, 
for editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see 
col. 3, paragraph), adds image information of an illustration in addition to the image 
information of said photographic image and outputs the edit image, (printer 9 of fig 1 , 
out put the edit image) in which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within 
a predetermined layout, (layout preview of fig 8, see col.3, paragraph 0055, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 5, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (as shown in fig 1, 4-6), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for 
editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, 
paragraph) automatically detects inclination of the image information of said plurality of 
photographic images to correct the inclination, (rotation of an image in a needed 
direction or inversion the image is performed in editing process of the image, se col.4, 
paragraph 0059, lines 17-26). 

With respect to claim 6, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image forming apparatus 
(as shown in fig 1, 406) comprising: an operation panel (fig 4, illustrates a main screen 
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image used to designate a process, and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4) which 
receives instruction to automatic edit processing of a plurality of photographic images, 
see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 88-15); a scanner unit (scanner 1 of fig 1 ) which 
scans said plurality of photographic images and which outputs image information in 
accordance with the instruction of the automatic edit processing of said operation panel 
(fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, and a window on 
display screen 6 of fig 4); an extracting unit (microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image 
from memory 4 of fig 1 ) which extracts a position and a size of each of said plurality of 
photographic images on the basis of the image information output from said scanner 
unit (scanner 1 of fig 1 ) in accordance with the instruction of said automatic edit 
processing, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-1-5); an image editing unit (edit screen 
fig 7, for editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, 
see col. 3, paragraph) which outputs an edit image, (printer 9 of fig 1 , output edited 
image) in which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within a 
predetermined layout, (S2 of fig 2, preview layout of image edited and modified by a 
user) on the basis of the position and the size of each of said plurality of photographic 
images detected by said extracting unit (microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image from 
memory 4 of fig 1 ) in accordance with the instruction of said automatic edit processing, 
see (steps of fig 2); and a printer unit (printer 9 of fig 1 ) which is provided with the edit 
image from said image editing unit (edit button 17 of fig 4) and which forms an image 
on an image forming medium (the edited images are formed or printed on medium or 
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paper) the printer on the basis of the supplied edit image, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, 
lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 7, Miyamoto discloses an image forming apparatus (as 
shown in fig 1 , 4-6), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for editing image 
is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image in accordance 
with said predetermined layout, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 8, Miyamoto et al discloses an image forming apparatus (as 
shown by fig 1 , 4-7), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for editing image 
is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image, see (col.2, 
paragraph 0045, lines 7-12) in association with the layout selected and designated by 
said operation panel (fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, 
and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4). 

With respect to claim 9, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing 
apparatus (as show by fig 1 , and 4-7), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, 
for editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see 
col.3, paragraph), adds image information of an illustration in addition to the image 
information of said photographic image and outputs the edit image, (printer 9 of fig 1 , 
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out put the edit image) in which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within 
a predetermined layout, (layout preview of fig 8, see col. 3, paragraph 0055, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 10, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image forming apparatus 
(as shown in fig 1 1 4-6), wherein said image editing unit (edit screen fig 7, for editing 
image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, 
paragraph) automatically detects inclination of the image information of said plurality of 
photographic images to correct the inclination, (rotation of an image in a needed 
direction or inversion the image is performed in editing process of the image, se col.4, 
paragraph 0059, lines 17-26). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Miyamoto et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing method (image processing of fig 1) comprising: an instruction step (an 
operation panel of fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, 
and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4) which receives instruction of automatic edit 
processing of a plurality of photographic images, see col.2, paragraph 0047, lines 1-12); 
a scanner step (scanner 1 of fig 1 ) which scans said plurality of photographic images 
and which outputs image information in accordance with the instruction of the automatic 
edit processing at said instruction step (operation panel (a display screen of fig 4, see 
(col.2, paragraph 0043, lines 1-8); an extracting unit (microprocessor 5 of fig 1, pull out 
image from memory 4 of fig 1) which extracts step which extracts a position and a size 
of each of said plurality of photographic images (an editing process corresponding to 



Application/Control Number: 09/955,087 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2626 

the editing command is executed by microprocessor 5 of fig 1) on the basis of the image 
information output from said scan step (scanner 1 of fig 1 ), in accordance with the 
instruction of said automatic edit processing, see col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-16); 
and an image editing step (17 of fig 4) which outputs an edit image, in which said 
plurality of photographic images are laid out within a predetermined layout, see (col.3, 
paragraph 0055, lines 4-9), on the basis of the position and the size of each of said 
plurality of photographic images, which are detected by said extracting step 
(microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image from memory 4 of fig 1 ) in accordance with the 
instruction of said automatic edit processing, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-14). 

With respect to claim 12, Miyamoto et al. discloses image processing method (1 
of fig 1), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing image is 
displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image in accordance 
with said predetermined layout, see; (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 13, Miyamoto discloses an image processing steps (as 
show by fig 1 ), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing image is 
displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image, see (col.2, 
paragraph 0045, lines 7-12) in association with the layout selected and designated by 
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said operation panel (fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, 
and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4). 



With respect to claim 14, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing method 
(as show by fig 1 , and 4-7), wherein said image editing steps (edit screen fig 7, for 
editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, 
paragraph), adds image information of an illustration in addition to the image information 
of said photographic image and outputs the edit image, (printer 9 of fig 1 , out put the 
edit image) in which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within a 
predetermined layout, (layout preview of fig 8, see col.3, paragraph 0055, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 15, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing method 
(as shown in fig 1 , 4-6), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing 
image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, 
paragraph) automatically detects inclination of the image information of said plurality of 
photographic images to correct the inclination, (rotation of an image in a needed 
direction or inversion the image is performed in editing process of the image, se col.4, 
paragraph 0059, lines 17-26). 

With respect to claim 16, Miyamoto et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing method (image processing of fig 1) comprising: an instruction step (an 
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operation panel of fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, 
and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4) which receives instruction of automatic edit 
processing of a plurality of photographic images, see col.2, paragraph 0047, lines 1-12); 
a scanner step (scanner 1 of fig 1 ) which scans said plurality of photographic images 
and which outputs image information in accordance with the instruction of the automatic 
edit processing at said instruction step (operation panel (a display screen of fig 4, see 
(col.2, paragraph 0043, lines 1-8); an extracting sep (microprocessor 5 of fig 1, pull out 
image from memory 4 of fig 1) which extracts step which extracts a position and a size 
of each of said plurality of photographic images (an editing process corresponding to 
the editing command is executed by microprocessor 5 of fig 1 ) on the basis of the image 
information output from said scan step (scanner 1 of fig 1), in accordance with the 
instruction of said automatic edit processing, see col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-16); 
and an image editing step (17 of fig 4) which outputs an edit image, in which said 
plurality of photographic images are laid out within a predetermined layout, see (col.3, 
paragraph 0055, lines 4-9), on the basis of the position and the size of each of said 
plurality of photographic images, which are detected by said extracting step 
(microprocessor 5 of fig 1 , pull out image from memory 4 of fig 1 ) in accordance with the 
instruction of said automatic edit processing, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-14); 
and a printer step (printer 9 of fig 1 ) which is provided with the edit image from said 
image editing step (edit button 17 of fig 4) and which forms an image on an image 
forming medium (the edited images are formed or printed on medium or paper) the 
printer on the basis of the supplied edit image, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-15). 
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With respect to claim 17, Miyamoto et al. discloses image processing method (1 
of fig 1), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing image is 
displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image in accordance 
with said predetermined layout, see (col.2, paragraph 0045, lines 8-15). 

With respect to claim 18, Miyamoto discloses an image processing steps (as 
show by fig 1 ), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing image is 
displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, paragraph) 
enlarges or reduces the image information of said photographic image, see (col.2, 
paragraph 0045, lines 7-12) in association with the layout selected and designated by 
said instructing step (fig 4, illustrates a main screen image used to designate a process, 
and a window on display screen 6 of fig 4). 

With respect to claim 19, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing method 
(as show by fig 1, and 4-7), wherein said image editing steps (edit screen fig 7, for 
editing image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col.3, 
paragraph), adds image information of an illustration in addition to the image information 
of said photographic image and outputs the edit image, (printer 9 of fig 1, out put the 
edit image) in which said plurality of photographic images are laid out within a 
predetermined layout, (layout preview of fig 8, see col.3, paragraph 0055, lines 1-8). 
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With respect to claim 20, Miyamoto et al. discloses an image processing method 
(as shown in fig 1 , 4-6), wherein said image editing step (edit screen fig 7, for editing 
image is displayed by clicking the EDIT button 17 on the main screen, see col. 3, 
paragraph) automatically detects inclination of the image information of said plurality of 
photographic images to correct the inclination, (rotation of an image in a needed 
direction or inversion the image is performed in editing process of the image, se col.4, 
paragraph 0059, lines 1 7-26). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 305-5441 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




